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Disclaimer

This is an unofficial document provided by ChemLinked (chemlinked.com), a platform of

REACH24H Consulting Group, as an informational service to assist non-Chinese
companies to better understand Asia Pacific especially China Chemical, Cosmetic, Food

and Agrochemical regulatory issues.

This document should only be used as a reference and in case of any discrepancy

between the English and original versions the original version shall prevail.

Nondisclosure:

You may not disclose this document to anyone else without the written permission of
ChemLinked.

For further clarification and questions, you can read our Privacy Policies or contact
us at cosmetic@chemlinked.com
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The Guidelines aims to offer technical guidance to cosmetic registrants and notifiers for
handling the registration and notification of children cosmetics, and to provide technical
reference for cosmetic technical review departments and notification management

departments in technical review or verification of children cosmetics.

The Guidelines is general technical requirements for children cosmetics. When registering
or notifying children cosmetics, cosmetic registrants or notifiers shall, taking into account
the specific characteristics and actual situations of products, enrich and refine relevant
contents in accordance with the Cosmetic Supervision and Administration Regulations
(CSAR), Administrative Measures on Cosmetic Registration and Notification, Provisions
for Supervision and Management of Children Cosmetics, Provisions for Management of
Cosmetic Registration and Notification Dossiers, and other relevant regulations and

technical standards.

The Guidelines is formulated based on current regulations, technical standards, and
current level of scientific and technological cognition. With continuous development of
relevant laws, regulations, technical standards, science and technology, relevant contents

may be adjusted timely.
1. Overview
1.1 Basic Attributes

The term "children cosmetics" as referred to in the Guidelines refers to cosmetics that are
suitable for children at or under the age of 12, which have cleaning, moisturizing,
body-refreshing, sunscreen and other efficacies. Whether cosmetics are children
cosmetics is judged mainly based the product label claims and the target users. For
products that are marked with expressions such as "applicable to entire population" or
"suitable for the whole family" on the label or that use trademarks, patterns, homophonic
words, letters, Chinese Pinyin, figures, symbols, packaging forms, etc. to imply that the
target users include children, they shall comply with children cosmetics related regulations

and technical standards.

According to different age groups of target users, children cosmetics are divided into two
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categories: for use by "infants" (0~3 years old, including 3 years old) and for use by
"children" (3~12 years old, including 12 years old). For cosmetics intended for "infants”,
the efficacy claims are limited to cleaning, moisturizing, hair-care, sunscreen, soothing,
and body-refreshing functions; For cosmetics intended for "children", the efficacy claims
are limited to cleaning, makeup-removing, moisturizing, beauty and embellishment,
perfuming, hair-care, sunscreen, repairing, soothing, and body-refreshing functions.
Children cosmetics that do not match the above efficacy claims shall be applied for
registration as cosmetics with new efficacies. The "infants" cosmetics are different from
the "children" cosmetics in the requirements for selection of product formula ingredients,

labeling and marking, product executive standards, and safety assessment, etc.
1.2 Physiological Characteristics and Special Requirements of Children

Children at different stages have different physiological characteristics. Compared to
adults, "infants" aged 0~1 have thinner skin, fewer sebaceous glands, immature
development, larger specific surface area, and poorer skin moisturizing and buffering
abilities; Although the skin structure of "infants" aged 1-3 has become more complete,
their stratum corneum and epidermis are still relatively thin, the skin barrier function is not
yet mature, and their ability to resist microbiological contamination and external stimuli is
also weak. Infants aged 1-3 are more prone to adverse reactions such as contact
dermatitis and require a longer time for recovery. Therefore, in the product formula design
of children cosmetics, relatively simple product formulas shall be used on the premise of
safety priority and efficacy necessity, and use of ingredients that may contain allergenic
components or have strong irritation, such as flavors and fragrances, colorants,

preservatives, cationic surfactants, chemical sunscreens, etc. shall be reduced.

Infants have underdeveloped lacrimal glands, blink less frequently, and cannot produce
enough tears to protect their eyes. For that reason, the toxicological test requirements

shall be stricter for "infants" cosmetics that claim to be a tear-free formula.

In addition, infants may have some special behaviors and actions (e.g., sucking,
scratching, efc.), and during safety assessment of "infants" cosmetics, the risk of oral

exposure shall be considered when necessary. Some "infants" cosmetics have special
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