
Technical Guidelines for Application of 
Read-across (Draft for Comments)

交叉参照（Read-across）应用技术指南
（征求意见稿）

National Institutes for Food and Drug Control

Release Date: Mar 19, 2024
Implementation Date: / Translated by ChemLinked



Technical Guidelines for Application of Read-across                      

ChemLinked Team, REACH24H Consulting Group | http://cosmetic.chemlinked.com                                                                                                                  

14F, #3 Bldg., Haichuang Technology Center, No. 1288 Wenyi West Road, Hangzhou, China. PC: 311121 

Tel: +86 571 8609 4444 | Fax: +86 571 8700 7566 | Email: cosmetic@chemlinked.com 

 

 

Disclaimer 

 

This is an unofficial document provided by ChemLinked (chemlinked.com), a platform of 

REACH24H Consulting Group, as an informational service to assist non-Chinese 

companies to better understand Asia Pacific especially China Chemical, Cosmetic, Food 

and Agrochemical regulatory issues. 

 

This document should only be used as a reference and in case of any discrepancy 

between the English and original versions the original version shall prevail. 

 

Nondisclosure: 

You may not disclose this document to anyone else without the written permission of 

ChemLinked. 

 

For further clarification and questions, you can read our Privacy Policies or contact 

us at cosmetic@chemlinked.com 
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1. Overview 

Read-across is a method that uses toxicological endpoint data of one or more similar 

chemicals (analogues) to predict the same toxicological endpoint information for another 

type (or category) of structurally similar specific chemicals (target chemicals) based on 

similarity in chemical structure or bioactivity. 

This "Guidelines (Draft for Comments)" introduces the application of read-across in 

cosmetic safety assessments, clarifying the scope of application, evaluation procedures 

and steps of the read-across method, and providing examples of reports. 

2. Scope of Application 

This "Guidelines (Draft for Comments)" is applicable to cosmetic non-functional 

ingredients or risk substances with clear structures and lack of systemic toxicological 

data.  

It is not applicable to ingredients that have preservative, sunscreen, coloring, hair dyeing, 

freckle-removing and whitening, anti-hair loss, anti-acne, anti-wrinkle (excluding physical 

anti-wrinkle), anti-dandruff, deodorant functions, and high bioactivity. 

3. Terms and Definitions 

3.1 Target chemical 

A non-functional ingredient or risk substance lack of systemic toxicological research data 

and needing to be predicted.  

3.2 Source chemical 

A similar chemical with available test data that is referred by in prediction of the target 

chemical. 

3.3 Analogue approach 

Read-across with one or more source chemicals and one target chemical. In this method, 

the target chemical and the source chemical have a similar structure and/or common 

mode/mechanism of action, but there is no trend change in related characteristics, or the 

toxicity of the target chemical is lower than that of the source chemical. 

3.4 Category approach 

Read-across in which several source chemicals show similarities in structure, physical 

and chemical or toxicological properties and are grouped based on defined similarities 

and differences. Due to these similarities, one or more properties (toxicological or others) 
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