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Disclaimer

ChemLinked provides translation services to assist clients in understanding the content of
regulatory documents. We strive for the accuracy and reliability of our translations, but we

do not warrant the accuracy, completeness, or suitability of the translated content.
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consult with professional legal advisors as required. ChemLinked disclaims any liability for

any losses or damages arising from the use of our translation services.
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You may not disclose this document to anyone else without the written permission of
ChemLinked.
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Q&A on Seven Test Methods, including the General Principles for
Microbiological Examination in Cosmetics

Following the recent issuance by the National Medical Products Administration (NMPA) of
the Announcement on Incorporating Seven Test Methods, Including the General
Principles for Microbiological Examination in Cosmetics, into the Safety and Technical
Standards for Cosmetics (Announcement No. 105 of 2026), the National Institutes for
Drug Control (NIDC) has prepared the following Q&A:

l. General Principles for Microbiological Examination in Cosmetics
(I) What promoted the revision of this standard?

In recent years, China’s cosmetics industry has developed rapidly, with the market
exceeding RMB 1 ftrillion for three consecutive years. Dosage forms have become
increasingly diverse, and preservative systems increasingly complex. However, the
General Principles for Microbiological Examination in the current Safety and Technical
Standards for Cosmetics 2015 (hereinafter referred to as “STSC 2015”) did not include
requirements for evaluating culture medium quality or testing the suitability of
microbiological test methods. Consequently, the methods could not adequately account
for the antimicrobial effects of preservatives in cosmetics, potentially resulting in
false-negative results and allowing contaminated products to go undetected. To ensure
the quality and safety of cosmetics, revision of the original test methods was therefore

necessary.

This revision draws on international standards issued by organizations such as the
International Organization for Standardization (ISO) and the United States Pharmacopeia
(USP). It introduces quality control requirements for culture media and establishes
procedures for microbiological test method suitability testing, thereby addressing gaps in
technical controls and improving the reliability of test results. It also aligns the technical
requirements with international standards, providing a sound technical basis for

microbiological quality control in cosmetics.
(I1) What are the main revisions to this standard?

Compared with the previous version of the General Principles for Microbiological
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