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Disclaimer 

 

 

This is an unofficial document provided by ChemLinked (chemlinked.com/en/), a 

division of REACH24H Consulting Group, as an informational service to assist 

non-Chinese companies. 

 

This document should only be used as a reference and in case of any discrepancy 

between the English and Chinese versions the original Chinese version shall 

prevail. 

 

ChemLinked is a unique portal to must-know Asia Pacific Chemical, Cosmetic, 

Food, Agrochemical regulatory issues.  

 

Nondisclosure: 

You may not disclose this document to anyone else without the written permission 

of ChemLinked. 

 

 

For further clarification and questions, please contact us: 

food@chemlinked.com 
 

http://chemlinked.com/en/
mailto:food@chemlinked.com
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GB 1886.235-2016 

Preface 

 

This standard replaces GB 1987-2007 “Food additive Citric acid”. 

 

Compared with GB 1987-2007, major changes of this standard are as follows: 

 

——the title of standard has been revised to “National food safety standard 

Food additive Citric acid”; 

 

——the items “water insoluble matter, light transmittance and iron” have been 

deleted; 

 

——the test method for total arsenic (as Arsenic) has been revised; 

 

——the test method for lead has been revised. 
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GB 1886.235-2016 

National Food Safety Standard 

Food Additive Citric Acid 

1. Scope 

 

This standard applies to the food additive citric acid which is produced by 

fermentation of starchy or saccharic raw materials.  

 

2. Molecular Formula, Structural Formula and Relative Molecular Mass 

 

2.1 Molecular formula 

 

Citric acid anhydrous: C6H8O7 

 

Citric acid monohydrate: C6H8O7·H2O 

 

2.2 Structural formula 

  

Citric acid anhydrous               Citric acid monohydrate 

 

2.3 Relative molecular mass 

 

Citric acid anhydrous: 192.13 (according to the international relative atomic mass 

in 2013) 

 

Citric acid monohydrate: 210.14 (according to the international relative atomic 

mass in 2013) 

 

3. Technical Requirements 

 

3.1 Sensory requirements 

 

Sensory requirements shall comply with provisions of Table 1. 
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